Guidewire fracture: an unusual complication of percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty.
We report a patient in whom fracture of the guidewire occurred while attempting a percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty, requiring emergency surgical intervention. This case indicates that, despite the fact that complications of percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty are decreasing, the availability of open heart facilities remains mandatory during this procedure.